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InVision Monthly Scoop:
The newsletter for Vision Centre: Leadership Development for Aging

Services partners and friends.  

A Message from the CEO: Moving Forward
Together

We are moving in the right direction, thanks to the
feedback and guidance of many dedicated and
insightful people. Our new tagline captures a key focus
for the year ahead: “Connecting Universities and
Providers for Aging Services Leadership.”

In the past, we’ve described one of the “secret sauces”
of our academic programs as the critical partnerships
among providers, partners, and associations. These
relationships bring energy, innovation, and the

continued development of the professional skills our graduates need to
succeed. Our goal is to foster and guide a network of connections and
relationships that strengthen the future landscape of senior living programs.

You’ll also see several new programs and resources designed to support the
ongoing growth and sustainability of these efforts. We deeply appreciate the
expertise of the many people and organizations contributing to both identifying
needs and providing essential support. Our spirit of transparency remains
strong, and you’ll find many of these focus areas and initiatives featured on our
new and improved website that will launch soon.

We continue to emphasize the importance of your involvement. The
engagement of individuals, organizations, universities, and donors truly fuels
our progress. Please join us in any way that fits your interests or goals. We look
forward to connecting with you—personally, at one of our four regional forums
this spring, or wherever our paths may cross.
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With appreciation and respect,

Doug Olson

Vision Centre Events

Webinar-Strategic Partnerships with
Universities: Building the Future of
Senior Living Leadership
There is an urgent need to expand leadership development opportunities in
senior living and aging services. Join Vision Centre for an engaging panel
discussion that brings together thought leaders from across the field to explore
how strategic partnerships with universities are shaping the next generation of
senior living leadership.

Our expert panelists will share insights and practical strategies for developing
strong, mutually beneficial university collaborations—partnerships that bring
energy, innovation, and a pipeline of skilled professionals to the field.

Panelists:

Anna Hall, Chief Culture & Community Officer, Front Porch Communities

Dan Carr, Vice President of Operations, BHI Senior Living

Zane Bennett, Director of Business Development, Life Care Services

Dr. Chris Mason, President & CEO, Senior Housing Managers

Moderator:

Steve Chies, Vision Centre Board Chair, Program Director of Long-term
Care Administration, St. Joseph’s College

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn how your organization can partner with
universities to advance leadership in aging services.

When: November 13 at 1:00pm CST
Register today.
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Save the Dates: Vision Centre Regional
Forums
Partnerships in Action: Connecting Universities and Providers to
Advance Senior Living Leadership

Get ready — registration for Vision Centre’s 2026 Regional Forums is opening
soon!
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These dynamic gatherings bring together senior living providers, universities,
and partners from across the country to strengthen connections and drive the
future of leadership in aging services. Each forum offers the opportunity to
collaborate, exchange ideas, and explore innovative strategies for advancing
education and career pathways in the field.

Mark your calendars for these dates and locations:

South Region – Greystone (Irving, TX) February 26
West Region – Hotel Coronado (Coronado, CA) March 11
East Region – Philadelphia Union Soccer Stadium (Philadelphia, PA)
April 9
Central Region – Ziegler (Chicago, IL) May 6

All forums will include a special evening social event the night before.

Stay tuned for the official registration launch — you won’t want to miss it!

Visit www.visioncentre.org/events for the latest updates.
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Vision Centre Buzz

Preparing the Next Generation of
Leaders at UNLV
Doug recently visited the University of Nevada-Las Vegas (UNLV), where he
met with Bill Werner, Associate Professor, and Scott Eckstein, Adjunct
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Professor, from the Harrah College of
Hospitality. Together, they discussed how
Vision Centre and UNLV are collaborating to
develop the next generation of leaders in
hospitality and aging services.

This partnership highlights the innovative
ways academic programs are connecting
with industry to prepare students for
meaningful careers in senior living. Exciting
things are ahead for the future of our field!

Strengthening the Senior Living
Pipeline at Northern Illinois University 

Earlier this month, Doug visited Northern
Illinois University (NIU) to further Vision
Centre’s mission of building strong academic
partnerships that advance the senior living
leadership pipeline.

The visit included engaging discussions on
curriculum development, field experiences,
new program specializations, and internship
opportunities for students pursuing careers in
senior living. The team also explored ways to
integrate industry initiatives, expand support
for international students, and enhance
workforce engagement.

It was a wonderful day connecting with:

Dr. Thomas W. Pavkov, Chair & Professor, School of Family and
Consumer Sciences

Dr. Jamie Mayer, Professor, School of Allied Health & Communicative
Disorders

Dr. Yujun Liu, Assistant Professor, Gerontology/Leadership in Aging
Services
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Together, Vision Centre and NIU are helping prepare the next generation of
leaders dedicated to shaping the future of aging services.

Vision Centre at AHCA/NCAL
Vision Centre was proud to be part of the American Health Care
Association/National Center for Assisted Living (AHCA/NCAL) Delivering
Solutions 25 conference in Las Vegas — the premier national gathering for
leaders in long-term care, post-acute, and senior living.

Douglas Olson, Steven Chies, and Amy Dore represented Vision Centre and
presented on our ongoing progress, partnerships, and leadership initiatives.
Their session showcased how collaboration and innovation are driving the
development of the next generation of leaders in aging services.

We’re grateful to collaborate with such dedicated professionals, all committed
to strengthening the future of the senior living and long-term care workforce. A
big thank you to AHCA/NCAL for their continued partnership and support of
Vision Centre’s mission.

Honoring Vision Centre Board Member, Dr.
Christian Mason: 2025 Jan Thayer Pioneer
Award Recipient
Vision Centre congratulates Dr. Christian A. Mason, CEO of Senior Housing
Managers in Wilsonville, Oregon, and a member of the Vision Centre Board, on
being named the 2025 Jan Thayer Pioneer Award recipient by the National
Center for Assisted Living (NCAL).

With more than 40 years of leadership in senior care, Dr. Mason has
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transformed how communities design,
deliver, and innovate in aging services.
From developing hundreds of senior
living communities to pioneering
technologies like acuity-based staffing
and AI-powered memory care
companions, his work continues to
redefine excellence in person-centered
care.

A former NCAL board chair and long-time advocate for quality and safety
standards in senior living, Dr. Mason’s legacy is one of vision, innovation, and
unwavering commitment to improving the lives of older adults.

In the News
McKnight's Senior Living
Universities help strengthen pipeline of senior living leaders

Senior Provider Magazine (Board member, Chris Mason recognition)
2025 AHCA/NCAL Awards Program Honorees
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Our mailing address is:
Vision Centre: Leadership Development for Aging Services

4170 Clemmons Road #138
Clemmon, NC 27102

Contact Us!

GIVE Today!
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info@visioncentre.org

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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